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Today we gather here to celebrate the conclusion of the spectacular sporting event, the
closing ceremony of Khelo India Youth Games 2023 hosted by our vibrant state of Tamil Nadu.
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The success of Khelo India Youth Games 2023 reaffirms Tamil Nadu’s commitment to sports
and its capability to successfully organise and execute grand events of national and international

significance. Over the past 13 days, our state has been proud to host over 5,400 plus talented
athletes from across the country showcasing their sporting skills in various disciplines.
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It is heartening to note that Tamil Nadu sent the largest contingent ever for a host state as it
had around 600 athletes participating in this edition of the games.
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This is the first time our Tamil Nadu stands in top three in the medal tally in the history of the
Khelo India Youth Games.
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The Tamil Nadu CM's trophy, with an astonishing participation of more than 3.71 lakh
players, reflects the enthusiasm and passion that our state has for sports at all levels. This
tournament is not just a competition, it's a celebration of the spirit of sportsmanship and healthy
competition that defines sporting culture.
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Our government, under the visionary leadership of Honorable Chief Minister, has
consistently highlighted the importance of sports in our society. In June 2023, our honourable chief
minister extended an invite to Manipur athletes to train in Tamil Nadu. About 15 fencing athletes
came for the training in Tamil Nadu. They stayed here for more than a month. The entire boarding
and lodging costs were taken care by the Government of Tamil Nadu. We are proud that two of
them, Huiningshumbam Bala Chanu and Sanjenbam Bicky, have won the bronze medals for Manipur
in this edition of Khelo India Youth Games. The Khelo India Youth Games showcased a diverse array
of sports encompassing traditional disciplines such as kalarippayattu, gatka and thang ta, along many
emerging ones.

In addition to the organizing these high profile events, we have established the Tamil Nadu
Champions foundation, one of its kind initiatives. This foundation serves as an inspiration to our
talented athletes, offering financial assistance to those who need it the most. It was with immense
pride | announce that athletes sponsored by the Tamil Nadu Champions foundation have secured a
total eight medals in the Khelo India Youth Games and five out of the eight medals are gold medals.

My special congratulations to riders Tamilarasi, Danyananda and Pooja Swetha, the
beneficiaries of Tamil Nadu Champions foundation, for securing these medals in the Khelo India
Youth Games 2023. A total of rupees 37 lakhs was awarded to these players by the Tamil Nadu
Champions foundation. We firmly believe that no talent should be hindered for want of money.

Tamil Nadu Champions foundation is our commitment to nurture and support the dreams of
our young sports persons. As of now, we come to the close of Khelo India Youth Games. | extend my
heartfelt congratulations to all the athletes, coaches, CDMs, CMs, competition managers and support
staff for their hard work and dedication. To the medalists and awarded recipients, your dedication,
discipline and determination have set you apart as true champions. As you stand on the podium to
receive your medals and accolades, remember that you are not just a championship in sports, but



ambassadors of teamwork, determination and the spirit of fair play. Many national records and
games records were broken during this event.

Let's take a moment to appreciate the incredible team behind the scenes at the Khelo India.
We had a dedicated group of 1331 team officials, 1020 technical officials and 455 sports specific
volunteers. With their unwavering commitment, they played a pivotal role in ensuring the smooth
functioning of our teams throughout the competition.

We will never forget the 1450 general volunteers who played a vital role in various aspects of
the event management. Khelo India Youth Games 2023 will add another feather to the cap of Tamil
Nadu's sports history. Again, | would like to express a heartfelt gratitude to the honourable Chief
Minister for his continuous support and encouragement.

A special thanks to Thiru Atulya Mishra, ACS, Youth Welfare, Sports Development
Department, Government of Tamnadu and Thiru J Meghanatha Reddy, IAS member secretary, Sports
Development Authority of Tamilnadu for the tireless efforts in organising and executing this grand
event seamlessly. The dedication of all the officers from the Sports Authority of India and Sports
Development Authority of Tamil Nadu has been instrumental in ensuring the smooth functioning of
the games.

To the beloved athletes, trainers and office parallels of sports associations - your
commitment to excellence is truly commendable. You are the driving force behind the success of
these games and we are proud to witness your achievements.

| would also like to acknowledge the presence of the beloved students of SDAT hostels whose
enthusiasm and spirit have had vibrancy to this sporting extravaganza. A special thanks to the press
and media for their extensive coverage helping us share the success stories and achievements of our
young athletes with the entire nation. In this grand stage, | would like to make an announcement.
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Let the spirit of sportsmanship continue to shine bright. Thank you all for being a part of this
incredible journey. Let the legacy of Khelo India Youth games inspire generations to come. And as the
tagline rightly proclaimed, the future is here. SiemeoT6u(HE@GLD H6ESTMI.
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