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2. The Government of India, on an examination of the matter, and
after taking all relevant constitutional aspects into view, direct in terms of
article 257(1) of the Constitution of India that in cases of death sentences
where a petition for grant of pardon etc. has earlier been rejected by the
President of India in exercise of his powers under article 72 of the Constitution
of India, it would not be open for the Government of a State to seek to
exercise similar powers under article 161 in respect of the same case.
However, if there is a change of circumstances or if any new material is
available, the condemned person himself or any one on his behalf may make
a fresh application to the President for reconsideration of the earlier order.
Once the President has rejected a mercy petition, all future applications in this
behalf should be addressed to and would be dealt with by the President of
India.”
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