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Today is a day of great pride for India. International Chess 
Olympiad has never happened in India before. Hosting the Chess 
Olympiad for the first time in India is a big honour for us. We are 
further delighted that Tamil Nadu has got this honour. 
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historic event, for he knows this is a proud moment for India.  
I welcome him both as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and in my 
personal capacity.  

 
 

 
We all know you are very fond of Chess. During your tenure as 

the Chief Minister of Gujarat, you conducted a Grand Chess Festival 
with more than 20 thousand players.  

 
When the Bhutan Royal Family visited India, you presented a 

Chess Set to the Prince of Bhutan.  
 
It is very apt that such a supporter of Chess Game has come 

today to inaugurate the 44th Chess Olympiad. 
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Your presence has enhanced the magnitude of this function and 

I thank you for making it.  
 
I convey my heart-

Anurag Thakur and other officials for providing all help and support to 
conduct this event in Tamil Nadu. 
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 Out of 73 Grand Masters in India, 26 are from Tamil Nadu. It 

means 36% of Indian Grand Masters are from Tamil Nadu. This 
is a game of intelligence and Strategy. And I am proud that TN 
excels in this game. Chennai can be rightly called the Chess 
Capital of India. The Government of Tamil Nadu immediately 
allotted 102 crore rupees to host this Chess Olympiad event. 
Also, we are more than happy to bear all the expenses of our 
Indian players. 
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We also designed the mascot as a knight dressed in the 

traditional Tamil attire, saying Vanakkam. We named him Thambi. The 
term Thambi is a symbol of brotherhood. To indicate that we are all 
one fraternity. 

 

of such an endearing term. 
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I welcome each and every player from around the world to 

Tamil Nadu. Thank you all for coming. It is indeed an honour for 
Tamil Nadu and India to host you all. 

 

words, I conclude my speech. 
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செளியீடு: இயக்குநர், செய்தி மக்கள் ச ாடர்புத்துறை, சென்றை-9 

 


