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Tamil Nadu, has been a pioneer, in the construction of system

tanks and effective water management, since early Chola period.



Hon’ble Amma accorded top priority for water management

and implemented Rain Water Harvesting as a people’s movement.

Continuing her legacy, several schemes like Kudimaramathu,

Check Dams etc., are taken up in a big way across the State.

Sir, I am happy to reveal that under Kudimaramathu Scheme
6,278 Tanks and water bodies were renovated at a total cost of

1,433 crore rupees with people’s participation.

Further, 5,186 Minor Irrigation Tanks and 25,987 Ponds and
Ooranies in rural areas were also renovated at a total cost of 805 crore

rupees by Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department.
This has largely augmented our water storage capacity.

To ramp up the water conservation efforts and increase the
collective storage capacity of irrigation tanks and water bodies, Hon’ble
Amma’s Government launched “Tamil Nadu Water Resources

Conservation and Augmentation Mission” in 2019.

Moreover, to prevent rain water from draining unnecessarily into
the sea and to ensure its availability for drinking water, agriculture
needs and for ground water recharge, I have sanctioned 1,000 crore
rupees for construction of check dams across rivers and streams over

a period of three years.

In the last two years, 160 check dams have been constructed by

Public Works Department and many more are being constructed.

Further, 42,635 small Check Dams were constructed at a cost of
959 crore rupees by Rural Development and Panchayat Raj

Department.



These initiatives yielded tremendous results with significant
increase in ground water level and water storage, thereby increasing

the crop coverage area.

The widespread rains during South-West and the current North-
East monsoon periods have greatly improved the storage level in all

the water bodies which were renovated in the last four years.

Due to the meticulous planning in the desilting of channels in the
delta area, after I opened the shutters of Mettur Dam for Kuruvai
cultivation on June 12, the water reached the tail end areas 10 days

earlier than usual.

This had a major impact wherein the delta farmers have brought

4.12 lakh acres under cultivation breaking a 30 year old record.

Due to this, Tamil Nadu has achieved a record procurement of
32 Lakh MT of paddy.
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I thank the Hon’ble Home Minister for dedicating this scheme to

the people of Chennai.
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The initiatives in Water Management and conservation was
recognized by the Ministry of Jal Sakthi, Government of India and
recently Tamil Nadu was awarded the First Place in the country for the
year 2019-2020.
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Respected Sir, I request you to consider extending necessary
support for speedy approval of the important projects initiated by the
State Government, like Nadanthai Vazhi Cauvery, Godavari-
Cauvery river linking, Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar river Linking etc.,

which are pending approval by Government of India.

In this regard, I am submitting a Memorandum to you Sir.
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The Phase-I of Chennai Metro Rail Limited has been a successful
joint venture of the Government of India and Government of Tamil

Nadu with equal equity participation.

Therefore, I request the Hon'ble Union Home Minister to
facilitate sanction of Phase-II of Chennai Metro Rail Project at
an estimated cost of 61,843 Crore rupees under 50:50 joint
venture partnership basis between Government of India and
Government of Tamil Nadu, as was done for Phase-I.
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Sir, Tamil Nadu is the most favoured destination for investments
in the country.

I am happy to inform that my Government has signed 55 MoUs
in the current financial year, with an investment of 40,719 crore

rupees, providing employment of over 65,000 persons.

The fact that this was achieved during the COVID pandemic
makes it extra special.
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I must congratulate and thank the Central Government for
kick-starting the national economic recovery through multiple stimulus

packages.

Tamil Nadu benefited immensely from the steps taken by
Government of India for post COVID economic recovery. I am happy
to inform the Hon’ble Home Minister, that Tamil Nadu stands second in
the country in providing assistance under the ‘Emergency Credit

Line Guarantee Scheme’.

The Public Sector Banks in Tamil Nadu have disbursed loans

amounting to 6,980 crore Rupees so far, under this scheme.



Indian Oil Corporation’s POL terminal, Integrated Lube
Complex and captive jetty at Kamarajar Port at a cost of 3,200 crore

rupees will contribute significantly to the energy security of the State.

The expansion of Chennai Trade Centre at a cost of 309 crore
rupees will add over 20,000 square metres of additional convention
space to Chennai City and will help to position the City as a destination

for global conventions and conferences.

It will also contribute towards business development and export

promotion.

At this juncture, I would like to inform you that various measures
were taken by the Hon’ble Amma’s Government in controlling the

spread of COVID 19 pandemic successfully.

Out of 7,66,677 persons tested positive as on date, only

13,400 are active cases in the state.

The positive cases per day has reduced much from about 6,000

per day to less than 1,600 now.

It is because of these proactive steps, the Hon’ble Prime Minister

commended the efforts of the Tamil Nadu Government.
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On behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu, I thank the Hon’ble Union
Minister Thiru. Amit Shah Ji for having accepted our invitation and

graced the function.
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