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------ 

Text of the D.O. Letter of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 

Thiru M.K. Stalin dated 19-7-2023 addressed to the Hon’ble Union 

Minister of Jal Shakti, Thiru. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, requesting 

to release the Cauvery water:  

I would like to bring to your urgent attention the risks faced by the current 

Kuruvai crop in Tamil Nadu, due to Karnataka not releasing our due share of Cauvery 

waters and request your immediate intervention to save it. The Kuruvai is a crucial 

crop for the farmers of Cauvery delta. To facilitate the cultivation of Kuruvai crop on 

time, the Mettur reservoir was opened this year on 12th June. This was done 

considering the carryover storage and the flows to be realized at Billigundulu, as per 

the monthly schedule fixed based on the Judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court 

dated 16th February 2018. However, the flows received at Billigundulu, from 1st June to 

17th July, is 3.78 TMC only, as against the prescribed quantum of 26.32 TMC for this 

period. This leaves a huge shortfall of 22.54 TMC. Even this meager flow of 3.78 TMC 

realized at Billigundulu is from the flows from the uncontrolled intermediate catchment 

areas below the KRS and Kabini reservoirs up to Billigundulu.  

Though the onset of South West monsoon was delayed, it has picked up pace 

in July. However, Karnataka has not released any water to us from the two scheduled 

reservoirs. As a result, the storage in Mettur reservoir is dwindling fast and the current 

storage can sustain irrigation only for about 20 days. Since South West monsoon 

rainfall in Tamil Nadu is less, the Kuruvai crop depends only on flows from Mettur 
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reservoir, which in turn depends on releases from Karnataka. Although 12,000 cusecs 

of water was released from Mettur initially, as needed per day for the Kuruvai crop, it 

has been brought down to 10,000 cusecs now. Thus, we have been taking all efforts 

to manage the crisis with judicious water management. But the demand – supply gap 

is very significant and it can be met only by releases from Karnataka.  

Our Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources had sought your intervention on this 

vital issue during his meeting with you on 05.07.2023 and requested you to instruct 

Karnataka to make good the shortfall. We had also taken up this issue already with 

the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee in its meetings as well as with the Cauvery 

Water Management Authority, vide our letter dated 03.07.2023. The Authority, in its 

letter dated 04.07.2023, advised Karnataka to ensure the flows at Billigundulu as per 

the Final Award of the CWDT as modified by the Hon’ble Supreme Court. Even after 

the Authority’s above mentioned intervention, Karnataka has not made any effort to 

adhere to the monthly schedule prescribed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court. 

In this critical scenario, the standing Kuruvai crop can be saved only if 

Karnataka releases water immediately. I, therefore, urge your personal and immediate 

intervention on this issue and request you to direct the CWMA to issue directions to 

Karnataka to abide by the monthly schedule prescribed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court 

and also make good the shortfall. 

------ 

செளியீடு: இயக்குநர், செய்தி மக்கள் ச ாடர்புத்துறை, சென்றை-9  

 

 

 

 


