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Text of the D.O. Letter dated 13-7-2023 of Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu Thiru M.K. Stalin _addressed to the
Hon’'ble Chairperson of the Law Commission of India
regarding Uniform Civil Code.

I am writing to express Government of Tamil Nadu’s strong opposition to
the idea of implementation of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India that is
known for its multicultural social fabric. While I understand the need for certain
reforms, I believe that the UCC poses a serious threat and challenges the
diverse social structure of our society. I would like to present the following
reasons why the State of Tamil Nadu is firmly against the implementation of the
UCC:

Constitutional Safeguards: Secularism is a core part of the basic
structure of the Constitution of India. Article 25 has assured the “right to
profess, practice and propagate religion of one’s choice”. Religious practices are
the basis for most of the personal laws of the respective communities and hence



any changes in such personal laws cannot be done without the consent of the
religious communities. Considering the fact that, even among the people
professing the same religion, the practices and beliefs vary from place to place
and region to region, such a consent is impossible without reaching a consensus
among them. Due to this and among many other factors, the UCC, mentioned as
an aspirational goal in Article 44 of the Constitution, has been opposed time and
again. Recently, the 21st Law Commission of India in its consultation paper
dated 31.8.2018 had also stated that UCC is not preferable. Hence, any hasty
introduction of UCC will not only result in a Constitutional breakdown but would
also lead to communal disharmony and chaos in the country. Personal Laws
provide certain protection and rights to minority communities and we consider
any attempt to implement UCC is an effort to obliterate the unique
religious/cultural identity of minorities including the tribals and create an
artificially homogenous majoritarian society.

Cultural and Religious Pluralism: India is a country known for its unity
in diversity and cultural plurality. The UCC, by seeking to impose a uniform set
of laws, disregards this diversity and undermines the essence of our nation's
pluralistic fabric. It is crucial to respect and preserve the distinct traditions,
practices, and personal laws of different communities including tribal
communities. Further, UCC violates the freedom granted by the Constitution
under Article 25, which provides every religious group the right to manage its
own affairs. Article 29 gives the various religious groups the right to conserve
their own distinct culture. Any attempt to impose a uniform code may be
perceived as an overreach by the State into religious matters, setting a
worrisome precedent for future encroachments on personal liberties.

Federal Structure: India's federal structure grants autonomy to States
and respects their unique socio-cultural identities. The UCC infringes upon this
principle by centralizing personal laws and eroding the rights of States to govern
their own affairs. Any reform in personal laws without the active participation
and consent of the States will weaken the federal structure of the country. It is
pertinent to note that uniformity in personal laws will not create a unified nation.

Social Cohesion: The UCC has the potential to create deep divisions and
social unrest among different religious communities. In a country where there
are religious, cultural and linguistic diversities like none other, communal
harmony is of utmost importance. It is crucial to promote mutual understanding
and respect rather than imposing a uniform code that can generate conflicts and
breed animosity.

Historical Context: Personal laws in India have evolved over centuries,
deeply rooted in the historical, cultural, and religious contexts of various
communities. The proposal for UCC fails to acknowledge this historical aspect



and attempts to impose a standardized set of laws that may not be in sync with
the values and beliefs of diverse religious groups.

Minority Rights: India prides itself on being a secular nation that
respects and protects the rights of minorities through Article 29 of the
Constitution. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution also ensures that the tribal
areas of States preserve their customs and practices through District and
Regional Councils. The UCC, by its very nature, has the potential to
disproportionately affect such tribal communities and undermine their right to
practice and preserve their traditional practices, customs and identities.

Socio economic Implications: Implementing a uniform code without
considering the socio economic disparities that exist in our society can have
adverse consequences. Different communities have varying levels of
development, education, and awareness, and a one-size-fits-all approach may
exacerbate existing inequalities.

Priority on Harmonious Co-existence: Above all, our primary goal
should be to foster harmonious coexistence among the diverse communities that
form the fabric of our great nation. Instead of imposing a uniform code, let us
focus on strengthening interfaith dialogues, promoting tolerance, and nurturing
the spirit of unity in diversity that defines India.

Honorable Chairman, the UCC, as it stands, lacks widespread consultation
and engagement with the State Governments, religious leaders and community
representatives which is crucial to arrive at a well-rounded and acceptable
solution.

Hence, I urge you to consider these concerns seriously and drop the
proposal to proceed with the Uniform Civil Code. We should aim for uniformity in
rights and opportunities for all people rather than uniformity on laws. We need
to acknowledge the fundamental principle that uniformity will not lead to unity
and progress in a country brimming with diversity. Our nation's strength lies in
its diversity, and we must uphold and celebrate it rather than attempting to
homogenize it through the Uniform Civil Code.
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