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Hon’ble Minister for Rural Development Inaugural Speech
Iconic Week - 75" INDIA Independence Celebration and National

Stakeholders Conference on Localization of SDGs at New Delhi

Hon’ble Vice President !

Hon’ble Minister for Panchayat Raj, Government of India !

My Colleagues from other States !

Senior officials from the Ministry of Panchayat Raj !

Principal Secretary, RD & PR from Tamil Nadu !

Elected Representatives of Rural Local Bodies from various States !
Participants from my own State, Tamil Nadu!

Good afternoon to every one!

e It gives me immense pleasure to participate in the Iconic Week
organized by Ministry of Panchayat Raj, Government of India, for
celebrating 75 year of our Independence.

e I appreciate the Ministry of Panchayat Raj, for organizing the
National Stakeholders Conference on Localization of Sustainable
Development Goals.

e The Hon’ble Vice President, today morning, has released a
compendium of Joint Advisories to the States and Thematic
Presentations for use by Village Panchayats. These efforts by the
Ministry of Panchayat Raj should be appreciated.

e It is understood that the National Stakeholders Conference on
Localization of SDGs, will be deliberating on 9 themes with the
experience sharing by different States. These sessions will certainly

guide all the States in achieving the objectives of SDGs.

e With great pride, I inform that Tamil Nadu has already laid the path
to realize the objectives of SDGs.

e Villages in Tamil Nadu have good facilities and services in terms of
electrification, drinking water supply, road connectivity,
transportation, education and health infrastructure.



Yet, improving these amenities further so as to bridge the urban
rural divide has been a principal policy focus of the Government of
Tamil Nadu.

Many innovative programmes, what we call as ‘Dravidian Models’
are being implemented in Tamil Nadu. Gandhiji's dream of a self-
sufficient village is being translated into reality under the dynamic
leadership of our Chief Minister.

The implementation of innovative State funded schemes like
AGAMT, Samathuvapuram, Namakku Namma Thittam, etc., have
come in for high praise from all quarters. Thanks to AGAMT- Tamil
Nadu had the distinction of being the only State in the country to
have a Library and a sports centre in each and every Panchayat in
2011 itself.

Every Village Panchayat in Tamil Nadu has its own village pond,
burial ground-cum cremation shed, street lights, cement concrete
roads in every hamlet.

Several path-breaking initiatives have been taken to strengthen the
SHGs and Panchayat Level Federations.

The total number of SHGs in TN is 7.46 lakhs with 1.7 crore women
who are working closely with PRI institutions to improve their life
and also act as catalyst and vehicles for reaching services and
schemes to the last mile.

Our Hon’ble Chief Minister has recently launched two landmark
schemes. One is "“Makkalai thedi maruthuvom” which means
“"Health at door steps” and another one is “Illam Thedi Kalvi” which
means “Education at door steps”.

The SHG women are responsible for reaching health and education
to the poor and marginalized communities at their door step.

Also, in the last 15 years through SHG Bank Linkage Programme,
more than 1.18 lakh crore has been provided to SHG women for
taking up economic activity and productive livelihoods for coming
out of poverty.

Our Government has taken a number of initiatives to streamline the
functioning of Panchayat Raj system.

These include significantly increased devolution of SFC grants to
Panchayat Raj Institutions and streamlining the release of funds.

Recently, we have conducted the Local body elections to 9 out of 37
Districts. Now, all 37 Districts are fully constituted.

The State Finance Commissions are constituted regularly. The Sixth
Finance Commission has just submitted its report.



e We are hopeful that under the inspiring leadership of our Honorable
Chief Minister, we will be able to discharge the responsibilities cast
upon us by the people of Tamil Nadu.

e We are conscious of the fact that rural transformation and poverty
alleviation are a continuous pursuit. There are many challenges in
achieving the nine themes recommended by the Expert committee
on ‘Localization of SDGs'.

i) Preparation of a meaningful Village Panchayat
Development Plan based on the “Thematic
Framework”- this is a challenge.

i) The Convergence of Resources and funds of all
schemes at the Village level - this is a challenge.

iii) The achievement of the SDGs requires close co-
operation and convergence of various line
departments, particularly at the Village Level- this is a
challenge.

iv) The PRI Training Institutions do not have sector
specialists who can facilitate quality training in 9
themes - this is a challenge.

e You will all, agree with me that SDGs can be achieved only through
concerted and collective efforts of various Ministries, Line
Departments, PRIs, CBOs and other Stakeholders. Hence, Ministry
of Panchayat Raj may provide for the appointment of Specialist
Consultants on these 9 themes at the State and in each of the
districts apart from one resource person in each of the Blocks to
facilitate the Village Panchayats through identification of goals and
sub-goals, resource planning in convergence and continuous
handholding for monitoring and evaluation for a period of 3 years till
2025.

e [ am confident that this National conference on Localization of SDGs
will accelerate the needed efforts, and inspire us to face the
challenges in achieving the SDGs.
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