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Denying funds to the best-performing states for refusing to bow to
the NEP, while generously rewarding those who are not delivering on the
objectives — Is this how the Union BJP Government plans to promote

quality education and equity?

I leave it to the wisdom of our nation and our people to decide!


https://x.com/hashtag/NEP?src=hashtag_click

Samagra Shiksha fund delay punishes role-model States
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Top rankers denied funds
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DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ver the past year, the
0 Centre has withheld funds

of the Samagra Shiksha
scheme (SSA) to at least five Oppo-
sition-ruled States — Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Punjab, West Bengal, and
Delhi. The SSA is an overarching
programme for the school educa-
tion sector. Data show that the
Centre’s decision has more to do
with acceptance of the PM Shri
scheme, which aims to develop
“exemplar model schools, that off-
er leadership to other schools”,
than the outcomes of the SSA. In
some cases, unwillingness to ac-
cept the National Education Policy
in its entirety was also a reason.

The fees for students enrolled
under the Right to Education de-
pends on SSA funds. Salary delays
for teachers have also been report-
ed in these States. Owing to the fi-
nancial burden, Kerala and Punjab
relented and Delhi too may agree
to the Centre’s terms.

By delaying the funds, the
Centre has penalised the States
that are at the forefront of achiev-
ing the SSA’s major objectives,
such as bridging social and gender
gaps, ensuring equity and inclu-
sion in school education, promot-
ing vocational education, ensuring
school provisions, and training
teachers.

The graph compares 22 major
States on 20 objectives of the SSA.
On all 20 objectives, Kerala is in
the top half (best 11 States) of the
list, even leading in many. Tamil
Nadu is in the top half on 19 objec-
tives. Delhi is in the top half on 18
objectives, and West Bengal on 15.
Punjab features in the top half for
12 of the objectives.

Among the States which got the
funds, Gujarat is in the top half for
only eight of the 20 objectives. Ut-
tar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
are in the top half for three objec-
tives each, and Bihar for two.
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