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Text of D.O Letter dated 7.8.2023 of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

Tamil Nadu Thiru.M.K.Stalin to Hon’ble Union Minister of External 

Affairs Dr. S.Jaishankar, requesting his intervention to secure the 

immediate release and repatriation of nineteen fishermen who are in 

the custody of Sri Lankan authorities: 

I would like to draw your attention to a matter of great concern that profoundly 

affects the livelihoods of fishermen from Tamil Nadu. The frequent instances of 

apprehension of our fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy while fishing in traditional waters 

has become an alarming issue.  In yet another incident, ten fishermen and their boat 

(registration number IND-TN-06-MM-948) were taken into custody by the Sri Lankan 

navy, which has so far apprehended 93 fishermen and 14 boats this year alone. In fact, 

in the last 30 days alone in three separate incidents, 34 fishermen have been 

apprehended.  

The traditional waters have provided sustenance and livelihoods to generations 

of fishermen and their families. The seizure of boats and frequent arrests of fishermen 

have resulted in immense hardship and distress to the coastal communities.  I request 

your intervention to secure the immediate release and repatriation of nineteen 

fishermen who are in the custody of Sri Lankan authorities. I once again reiterate the 

need for pursuing diplomatic channels to find a lasting solution to this serious issue that 

touches the lives of thousands of families.  

I am confident that your intervention and support will resolve this matter swiftly, 

providing much-needed relief to the affected fishermen and their families. 

------ 

செளியீடு: இயக்குநர், செய்தி மக்கள் ச ாடர்புத்துறை, சென்றை-9  

 

 


