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Drear Thirn Jain,

Sub: Police action requested in cases of reports / complaints about
alleged explosion of Free Colour Television supplied by the
(sovernment

I would like to bring to your kind attention to the recent events wherein the First
Information Reports (FIR) had been booked with a content that the free Colour
Teievisions distributed by the Govemment had exploded and because of that death or
damage to property had occurred. The first such case was reported in Vellavedu Village
in Tiruvallur Distriet on 22.03.2008, wherein a 11 year old girl had allegedly died
because of the alieged explosion of Colour Television. The second one had been reported
on 15.04.2008 at Thalakundah in The Nilgiris District. In both the events, no care has
been taken by the local level Police officials to verify befare filing the FIR. Technically
speaking 4 Colour Television with CRT monitor cannot explode. Even if force is applied
o1 the glsss shell, it would only break and it would not explode and cause fire damage
becausec the picture tube does not contain combustible material. ELCOT deploys picture
tubes of Samtel and Videocon which are used in all Colour TVs produced in India. These
picture tbes have no such "explosion” reports from rest of India, indicating a clear
design by pelitically motivated elements in Tamil Nadu attempting to create fear in the
minds of the Colour TV beneficiaries. In the Vellavedu event, an 11 year old girl had
been charred to death. There was a kerosene container nearby the dead body. Three
maltcn sticks were also found pegr the dead bwodv. T am enclosing herewith the
photographs of the incident. Despite overwhelming evidences indicating the cause of
death due to murder or suicide, the Police Otficer had not cared to investigate that. But
he had allowed the FIR be filed with a content that the death had occwrred because of the
"explesion” of the Colour Television. He had also not informed the DSP concerned.
INeither the District Collector, Tiruvallur nor the DSP was aware of the incident till 1
spoke to them over phone on the next day evening. This is not proper. Because the
Government attaches much importance and prestige to the Free Colour Television
Scheme.

Adter the Vellavedu event, we organised a technical testing of the Government's
Free Colour Television at IIT Campus and also SAMEER Campus. We injected 20,000
Volts of current into the RF input cable and found out that the TV withstood the entire
hyper electricity load. The second test was conducted in SAMEER Labs wherein we
injected 5,000 Volts current through the AC input socket. The maximuwmn permissible
voltage was only 290 Volts but we chose to inject upto 5,000 Volts. At 5,000 Volts, the
system went blank and the fuse carrier broke but no explosion occurred. This is the
technical situation. But in a routine manner, politically motivated false complaints had
been allowed to be booked and no action is being taken by the local level Police Officials
to verify and then comer the miscreants. It is extremely important that the Police officer
should immediately visit the spot and arrest the miscreants. Usually, the miscreants pore
kerosene or other explosive materials on the Television, bum it and then call the cable
Television People to show as though the Television had exploded. A Colour Television is
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nat an expiosive device, The miscreants have to e booked noder Defanarion Aot or

arnags to Prope:ty Act: If a Police Otlicer prompidy acts and bocks one such miscreant,
e pelineatly mouvated TV Channels and othess would not encourags such miscreant
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Jence T request yoo fo issue ciear insttuctions fo the Police Gificials w
nmmediately rush to the spoi en hearing sach “explosions”, inspect the alleged explosion
siteg and faike inte cusiody the miscresnt d there nuder related provisions of the
Act, Um our parf, we are taking eftors :l.]mt:(-n casen against those who feve!
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I request vour fellow op action this segand.
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Dy Radbakiisanan Jl..IJ-’U...
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The Chief Secretary to Goverminent,
Government of 'Tamil Nadu,
Sceretariat, Chennai - 600 009,

The Secretary to Government,
Information Technology Departizent,
Secretariat, Chennai - 600 004,

The Director I & PR and

Lx-Officio Joint Secretary to Governument

Tamil Development, Religious Endowment .. For reicase to the Press.
and Information Department,

Secretary, Chennai - 600 009,

All District Collectors
All Superintendents of Police
All Tahsildars



