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Press Release No-19 Dated-5/1/2007
PRESS NOTE

TAMILNADU GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS FOR
RELEASE OF THREE FISHERMEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU IS TAKING STEPS
FOR THE RELEASE OF 3 FISHERMEN BELONGING TO
NAGAPATTINAM, NOW UNDER THE CUSTODY OF
SRILANKAN NAVY.

ON 1.1.2008 MIDNIGHT 740 FISHERMEN IN 132 FISHING
BOATS WENT FOR FISHING FROM NAGAPATTINAM BASE
AFTER OBTAINING FISHING TOKENS FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND WERE DUE TO RETURN
ON 3-1-2008. OUT OF THESE, 31 FISHERMEN IN 6 BOATS
WERE ARRESTED BY THE SRI LANKAN NAVY WHEN THEY
STRAYED INTO SRILANKAN WATERS ON 2-1-2008.

ON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF
TAMILNADU IMMEDIATELY CONTACTED THE HIGH
COMMISSION OF INDIA AT COLOMBO, AND THE DEPUTY
HIGH COMMISSION OF SRILANKA AT CHENNAI WITH A
REQUEST TO ARRANGE FOR THE REPATRIATION OF THE
APPREHENDED FISHERMEN AND THEIR BOATS. THE
INDIAN COAST GUARD DEPLOYED ITS SHIP TO FACILITATE
THE REPATRIATION OF BOATS AND THE FISHERMEN ON
3-1-2008 AT 6.00 AM. THEY BROUGHT BACK 28



APPREHENDED FISHERMEN WITH THEIR THREE BOATS
AND THEY REACHED NAGAPATTINAM AT 3.30 HOURS ON
04-01-2008.

THE REMAINING THREE FISHERMEN AND THREE
BOATS ARE STILL UNDER THE CUSTODY OF THE
SRILANKAN NAVY SINCE THEY DID NOT HAVE VALID
PAPERS. ALL EARNEST EFFORTS ARE BEING TAKEN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU TO REPATRIATE THE
THREE FISHERMEN AND BOATS THROUGH THE MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, INDIAN
HIGH COMMISSION AT COLOMBO AND THE DEPUTY HIGH
COMMISSION, SRILANKA IN CHENNAL

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER AND SECRETARY TO
GOVERNMENT,
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, DAIRYING AND FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT
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