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| invite yaur, kind. attention to my earfier D.0. \etter dated 02.04.2020.
- wherein, | have sought for your personal intervention to include the Scheduled

Castes converted to Chnstlemty in the list of Scheduled Castes.

2. Ir thls connection, | am to pomt out that | have already addressed the
Government of India in my D.O letter No. 19916/ADW-11/96, dated 25.10:1996 to
) take necessary steps to include the Scheduled Castes Christian in the llst cf
Scheduled Castes. Again, this chemment addressed the Govemment of. India, |
in this regard, vide D.O. letter No.3044/ADW-10/2008, dated 7.8.2006. The
Government of Tamil Nadu have repeatedly addressed the Government of India
for issuing early orders on the above issue. However, till now, no formal order

has been received from Govemment of India.

3. Accordmg to the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order 1950; the
-Ccnstltu’ucn* (Scheduled Castes) Modification Order, 1956 and the Scheduled
| Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Amendment) Order Act, 1976 “no person who

. professes a rellglon dlfferent from Hinduism or Srkhlsm or ‘Buddhism shall be
deemed to be a member’of. a Scheduled Castes’ '

‘ 4. In Paragraph 3 of the Constitution (Scheduled Castés) Modification
- QOrder 1950, it was originally laid down that “nctwithstanding'anythidg contained
| in paragraph 2, nO person whclprcfesses a religicn different from' Hinduism shall
be deermned to be a member of a Scheduled Ceetes” But su‘bsequently this
paragraph was amended in 1956 fo include those professing Sikh religion also as
members of Scheduled Castes and further it was amended in 1990 to include
those professing Buddhist refigion too fo be considered as Scnedule Castes
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5. The Government of Tamil Nadu felt that the membere of Castes listed in
the schedule (Scheduled Castes) - have suffered. social and ‘economic
dlecrlminatlen irfespective of . the vreligion professed by: them. Mbreover this .
Government has assured to take necessary steps to. ensure that all concessions
avatlable to the Scheduled Castés are extended to the Scheduled Castes who.
follow others rellglons Further the Governor of Tamil Nadu, has also announced
on 06.01:2011 in the State Legislative Assembly that the Government of
Tami"Nadu will move the Govemment of India for inclusion of Schédiuled Castes
converf Chnsfctans in the llst of Scheduled Castes. : Mereover ‘the Cabinet
Committee on Political Affairs held under the chairmanship of the Hor'ble Prime
Minister on 21. 02 2011, also discussed the above issue in the meeting. Hence,
this Govemment consndere that it would be appropriate, if peregraph 3 of the
Constitution. (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 is deleted in toto Wthh would
mean that tl'lose_c:ases listed in the schedule will be treated as Scheduled.Castes
lrrespeetive of religion.” | ‘

6. Ae the issue has been pending with the Government of India for the ;dast |
15 years, |, seek your esteemed personal intervention for early inclusion of the
Scheduled Castes converted Christians in the list of Scheduled Castes through
an Act of Parliament meeting the requnrement of Article 341(2) of the
Conetltutlon of India. '
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Yours sincerely,.
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. (M. KARUNANIDHI)
To - ' 4 o -
Dr. Manmohan Singh,
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, =~ = .
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