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Voo Hia 4,

As you are aware, the Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of
External Affairs, Tmt. Nirupama Rao viéited Sri Lanka about two months back
and we now have feedback of her visit in the letter she has =ent to the
Chief Secretary, Government of Tamil Nadu.

One of the key issues which is continuing to cause concern to me and to
the people of Tamil Nadu is the presence of about 30,000 people in the camp,
even at the time of the visit of the Foreign Secretary.

The sooner that these people in the camp are rehabilitated and allowed to
return to their own places, will enable them to pursue their normal life. The
Government of Sri Lanka has therefore to be urged effectively to rehabilitate the
Sri Lankan Tamils in the camp early. The Foreign Secretary has herself
indicated the number in the camp to be about 30000. In all likelihood, the actual
figure may be even higher than this. Also, the Gmuernmeﬁt of Sri Lanka must
be urged to start the political process without further delay. In this connection, |
have written to the Hon'ble Prime Minister also. In as much as the hapless Sri
Lankan Tamils continue to suffer in the camps for the last 18 months, there must
be some firm political commitment to end the sufferings of these people.

May | therefore request you to use your good offices to impress upon the
Government of India to urge the Government of Sri Larika to rehabilitate the
people now in the camps and to bring an end fto tijeir untold misery
expeditiously. ol 1;La.[ e

Yours sincerely,

(M. KARUNANIDHI)
To

Tmt. Sonia Gandhi,
Chairperson of the U.P.A.,
New Delhi.
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