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Dr J Radhakrishnan IAS

Health Secretary, Tamilnadu

'Health for all' is the primary theme of Government of Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu

is the leader and beacon holder when it comes to health. What Tamil Nadu
implements now other states catch up 5 years later.

Millennium Development Goals

Tamil Nadu is one of the very few states
which have achieved the Millennium
Development Goals on reproductive and
child health care. Tamil Nadu has used
every challenge as an opportunity to
address health issues. Tamil Nadu has
made considerable progress in health
indicators during the past few years.

Health Insurance

One of the pioneering schemes is
bringing in a robust PPP through the
health insurance scheme which is now
covering about 769 hospitals. TN is the
only state where anyone can access and
freeservicesis provided to all.

Control of Diseases

The state has been in the forefront in
control of communicable and non
communicable diseases. Tamil Nadu has
also reduced the prevalence rate of
HIV/AIDS to 0.25. Tamil Nadu reduced
IMR by 50% i.e. from 43 per 1000 live
births in 2003 to 21 per 1000 live births
in2013.

Innovative schemes

For antenatal care several new and
innovative schemes have been created
by Government of Tamil Nadu. Tamil
Nadu provides Rs. 12000 for pregnant
women in 3 instalments - Rs.4000 at the
time of registering in a government
institution, for antenatal care, Rs.4000



for delivering in a govt hospital and
Rs.4000 towards taking immunization
shots for the child.

The Tamil Nadu delivery models have been
studied all over India and the focus of this
government on women's health, new born
screening and new initiatives are lauded
by all other statesinIndia.

Cadaver organ transplants

Tamil Nadu is a role model for other states
in organ donations. From October 2008,
606 cadaver organ transplants, 1085
kidney transplants, 554 liver transplants
and 120 heart transplants have been
performed in our state. Majority of the
cadaver donations come from Tamil Nadu.

Drugs system

Tamil Nadu took the lead in providing
universal health coverage by setting up an
effective drugs procurement and

distribution mechanism since 1994. Its IT
enabled supply chain management system
ensures delivery to needy patients,
transparency to prevent misuse and
stringent quality control to eliminate
spurious drugs.

It is widely recognized that good public
health services is a key to improving health
outcomes, Tamil Nadu'’s health care system
has become a role model for other states
because it has achieved universal health

care. ®
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New Hospital Buildings at Government Stanley
Medical College Hospital and Thanjavur Medical
College Hospital
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Class room with Smart Board and E learning
facilities for better learning
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Modern auditorium inaugurated by our Chief
Minister at Government Stanley Medical College.
This two tier auditorium can accommodate 600
students
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CT & MRI scan facilities have been established in
medical college hospitals
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Digital x-ray facilities help filmless viewing of x-rays
using monitors
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Cancer Centre at Government Royapettah Hospital has state of the art facilities to treat cancer patients. This Centre also
has advanced linear accelerator to provide skin sparing irradiation to cancer patients
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Cardiothoracic surgeries are regularly performed in Government medical college hospitals. To facilitate post-operative
care post-operative wards with special equipment have been provided. Cots provided here are specially equipped to
prevent deep vein thrombosis occurring inthe legs
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This state of the art Blood Bank functioning at Government
General Hospital Chennai has excellent facilities to store
blood. Components are separated from blood immediately
and stored separately here thereby increasing the shelf life
of blood products
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The Tamil Nadu
Dr. M.G. R. Medlcal University

Prof. D. Shantharam wmo. p.oisb,
Vice-Chancellor

The need to have a separate Medical University in Tamilnadu exclusively
to deal with medical education and research at Under graduate, Post
graduate and Doctoral level was keenly felt for over a period of years
and was under consideration of the State Government since 1980.

High Level Committee

The State Government appointed a High Level Committee to go into all
aspects of establishing a separate Medical University and make suitable
recommendations to the State Government.The members of the High
Level Committee consisting of Dr. S. Arumugam, Dr. M. Natarajan and
Dr. S. Kameswaran submitted the proposals to the then Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu Hon Dr. M.G. Ramachandran on 5.7.1983 to start a separate
Medical University in Tamil Nadu

Integration

Apart from modern medicine, the Committee was also requested to
examine and suggest improvements to be made in other traditional
systems of Indian Medicine viz. Siddha, Ayurveda and Unani. The
intension was that the Medical University to be established in Tamil
Nadu should bring about co-ordination between various educational
and training institutions of modern medicine as well as other Indian
Systems of Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Pharmacy, etc. and promote
research,
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Established

Based on the report of the Committee, the Medical University was
established by the Government of Tamil Nadu. This affiliating University
governed by the Tamil Nadu Medical University Act, 1987 started
functioning from July 1988. The University is now functioning in its own
building at Nawab Garden, 69, Anna Salai, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032
with effectfrom 12.6.1994.

Medical Education

This is the only Medical University in Tamil Nadu capable of granting
affiliation to new institutions under Government or Self-financing in
Medical, Dental, Indian Medicine/Homoeopathy & Allied Health
Sciences(Pharmacy, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Occupational therapy etc.)
and awarding degrees under a single umbrella to maintain uniform and
high standards of education.

The University also promotes research and disseminates knowledge
gained there from. It serves for the advancement and dissemination of
knowledge in the field of medical sciences.

The Emblem

The University emblem symbolises various systems of medicine viz.,
Medical, Dental, Indian Medicine/Homoeopathy & Allied Health
Sciences. It also depicts the global character of preventive, promotive
and curative medicine. The motto "Health for all" reflects the objective
of the Medical University.

Mission Statement

- To achieve and maintain uniformly high standards of needs
responsive medical education in the State of Tamil Nadu.

- To create personnel for health manpower who will be endowed with
a sense of dedication and a spirit of enquiry and will contribute
substantially tothe Alma At a goals of health for all by 2020 A.D.
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@M Health Helpline

The Hon'ble Chief Minister inauguarated the '104' health helpline cum
Telemedicine service —a 24x7 facility, from 30.12.2013 aimed at providing free
access to health information, health guidance and grievance redressal facility.

;3, L Government of Tamil Nadu

Free Health Helpline

HEALTH HELPLINE

. L

[—

———
INFORMATION « ADVICE » COMPLAINTS \

24 Hours ._
Free Health Helpline |_

Department of Health and Family Welkuire, Government of Tamil Nudu

8,20,503 calls

have been received in '104' health helpline
from public across the state as on 31st January 2015.

42



Health Helpline

The Following services are provided in '104' health helpline

@ Health advice and health information through paramedics and MBBS doctors.

@ Round the clock (24x7) emergency services like prior information to health facilities
about mass casualties, transfer of high risk antenatal mothers, linkage with '108'
emergencyservices.

@ Redressing Service Improvement Requests (SIRs) by linkage with heads of health
facilities, especially deficiencies in health services.

@ Addressing citizens' views and suggestions with regard to further improving the
service delivery in medical institutions.

@ Counselling on health issues like nutrition, family welfare, HIV/AIDS, depression,
suicide preventionetc.,

@ Epidemicintelligence services on 24x7 basis.

Government have provided Closed User Group (CUG) mobile phoes to 2,580 officers of Primary
health Centres, Government Medical College Hospitals, District level Joint Directors and
Deputy Directors of Health Services and District Collectors to follow up on complaints, if any, on
deficiency in health services.
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